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gave him the next day to induce him to guard himself i carefully. Two days later he had an engagement to j Merck in Giessen, and as Lotte had also gone thither visit, his critical friend Merck became acquainted with He found Lotte, as he wrote his wife, worthy of the p which Goethe had so enthusiastically lavished upon h< his letters, but he felt that it would be a good thing i hot-blooded, fantastic Wolfgang were turned away : her. Accordingly on the next day, having met a que friend of Lotte's in Wetzlar he scolded him thorough!] not having courted this Juno, especially as she was free without wooers. He added, that Goethe failed to see T was best for him, and heartily disapproved of his sp hobby of wasting time. Merck would have been gla take Goethe home with him, and Goethe, too, would '. been glad to go, but "what was the use of intending \ he saw the faces around him? "
The twenty-eighth was Goethe's birthday as we Kestner's. On the twenty-seventh Goethe sat with I almost all day. In the evening they cut up beans till night, and the twenty-eighth was solemnly ushered in tea and friendly faces. Prom Kestner Goethe receive a present the little Wettstein edition of Homer, tha might no longer need to carry the large Ernesti editio his walks. Goethe tarried a fortnight longer, postpc his departure from one day to another. Finally the s tion became dangerous, because of the passionate wai which his relations with Lotte had assumed. It wa: desire to avoid causing the lovers even the slightest tra So he decided to leave on the morning of September : He told the betrothed couple nothing of his intentions, so the last evening which he spent with them was dc rich in reminiscences. By chance Lotte began to spe< the condition after life, of meeting and recognising one other in the beyond. This brought her to the death o mother, and she herself and her hearers were deeply me Then she brought the conversation to an end and sugg< that it was time to go home. Goethe, profoundly me